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The Crying Sin of the Church                                                         by Tom Palmer

I
      t has been well said that the crying sin of the church

    is prayerlessness.  Most Christians will readily    
    admit the need to further develop their prayer life,

but few will acknowledge prayerlessness as sin.  Samuel
said, “God forbid that I should sin against the Lord in
ceasing to pray for you”  (I Sam. 12:23).  Dr. John Rice said,
“All our failures are prayer failures.” Churches and
Christians in the twenty-first century must realize that in
these days of declining spirituality, a revival of prayer is the
crying need!
    On one occasion the disciples came to Jesus while He was
in prayer (Luke 11:1). Captivated by this moment, they said
nothing until Jesus had concluded His prayer. It was not
until He was finished that one of them spoke and said,
“Lord, teach us to pray.” As the disciples of old, the
Christians of our day need a similar attitude. Four things
will demonstrate this attitude.
 1. We must recognize our DEFICIENCY.
    For many (most) Christians in the 21st century, prayer has
deteriorated into: 
• an occasional “word of prayer” (whatever that may be)
• saying a prayer before a meal or saying our prayers at

bedtime
• an occasional, meaningless recitation of “The Lord’s

Prayer”

• attending a so-called “prayer meeting” that is far more
meeting than prayer

• a 2:00 a.m. prayer chain request that necessitates a brief
prayer and two phone calls before rolling over and going
back to sleep

• the monthly prayer breakfast where we spend more time
eating with the brethren than meeting with the Lord

Until we recognize our failure in prayer, no significant
changes will be made. 
2. We must exercise our DISCIPLINE.
    No spiritual discipline is a coincidence. Every spiritual
discipline is developed on purpose. In their request to the
Lord, the disciples said, “Teach us.” In so doing, they
recognized that they had much  to learn about prayer and
that learning these lessons would require a dedicated and
disciplined effort. 
3. We must verbalize our DESIRE.
    Throughout their years with Jesus, the disciples never
prayed, “Lord, teach us to preach,” or “Lord, teach us to
evangelize,” or “Lord, teach us to do miracles.” Rather,
having spent considerable time with Him in prayer, their
passionate desire was to learn to pray like He prayed.
4. We must prioritize our DUTIES. 
    “There are so many things w e can do after we pray, but
very few things we can do until we pray.”(Cont. on page 2)

                                                                       “Political Instability, Economic Uncertainty,      
                                                                          Moral Bankruptcy, Religious Confusion,         

                                                                  Terrorist Threats, Ongoing War...
                                                                                                               
                                                                                            ...These are the he adlines . These are the t op storie s.    
                                                                                                    What  t ime is i t? It  is t ime to seek the Lord.” 
      January 8-10, 2009   !    Camp Victory, Samson, AL
    Conference Speaker: Evangelist John R. Van Gelderen                           

I would like to personally invite you to join other men who are crying out,  “Thy face, Lord, will I seek,” for a concentrated time of prayer
and seeking God. This is going to be a business meeting with God that you won’t want to miss.  Why not start the year right - seeking
the One who has been our help in ages past and is our hope for years to come! - Tom Palmer, Conference Host

Additional information and registration forms are available at www.palmerrevival.org

“Pre pare  ye the way of  the Lor d. ..an d t he glo ry of  the Lor d shal l b e re veal ed. ”  I sai ah  40: 3-5



(The Crying Sin of the Church, continued)
“Prayer must become our first resource, not our last
resort.” The goal of becoming a man or woman of prayer
must be elevated to the top of the list of priorities in life.
One’s attitude toward prayer is typically an indicator of
one’s attitude toward God Himself. A weak view of prayer
reveals a weakened relationship with God.
    Samuel Chadwick said, “The one concern of the devil is
to keep Christians from praying. He fears nothing from
prayerless studies, prayerless work, and prayerless
religion. He laughs at our toil, mocks at our wisdom, but
trembles when we pray.”  Undeniably, we are living in days
when the spiritual atmosphere of our homes and churches has
pitifully deteriorated. We are surrounded by spiritual need
that is extremely overwhelming. The lousy, rotten devil has
short-circuited the power of God in our midst by weakening
our view of prayer and our commitment to it. For this reason,
God’s people have basically been focused on the
impossibilities we face rather than the God of the
impossible!
    Earlier this year I preached a message on prayer in a
church in Alabama. After the service an older gentleman
approached me, as he did each night during the meetings,
with his own follow-up to my message. His simple statement
went something like this: “I have learned that prayer can do
anything God can do, and God can do anything!” Amen!
That old boy said as much in one line as I had said in a
whole sermon. That view of prayer will change the way you
pray. 
    The prophet Elijah was a great preacher for sure. And yet
he may be remembered more for his praying than his
preaching (James 5:16-18). The power of God was
demonstrated through his life, whether it was praying for a
dead child to be restored to life or praying for a nation to
turn back to God. His prayer was “effectual (and) fervent,”
he was a “righteous man,” and his prayer certainly

“avail(ed) much.” It would be easy to wonder where the
Lord God of Elijah is in our day. There is a greater question,
however, that must be considered: In our day, where are the
Elijahs of the Lord God? God is right where He has always
been. It is the people of God who have failed, neglecting to
put themselves in the place of prayer so that through them
the power of God, in answer to prayer, can be displayed.
One of the greatest titles for God is found in Psalm 65:2. “O
Thou that hearest prayer, unto Thee shall all flesh come.”
The God Who hears prayer is my God. He is your God. May
our prayer simply be this: “Forgive us for the sin of
prayerlessness - Lord, teach us to pray.”

Ministry News
Ben and Jennifer Haupt have now been traveling with us
for three years. God has greatly blessed and used their
ministry in evangelism. As we shared in a previous
newsletter, this fall the Haupts are taking some time on
their own and have scheduled a number of meetings. As
a result, Edwin and Julie Barton will be traveling with us
out west from September through November. 
As we have sought the Lord, it seems that God is leading
the Haupts to continue to schedule more meetings on
their own in the new year. We believe that this will allow
us to expand the ministry of our revival team and will also
allow  the Haupts to further develop their ministry. Ben
and Jennifer are faithful servants of God and we believe
that He will continue to use them. As the Lord leads, we
will continue to work together. It has also been exciting for
them  to work with the Bartons; they make a good team.
Please continue to pray for our team as we grow and
develop in the ministry to which God has called us.

Contact In formation for t he Haupts:
Evangelist  Ben H aupt

123 Red Oak Lane - Sprin g Mi lls, PA 16875
(814) 422-8226

Tentative Schedule for Palmer Revival  Team
          (This is also the fall schedule for Edwin and Julie Barton) 

September 21-28 Calvary Baptist Church Canon City, CO

October 5-10 Bible Believer Bapti st Church
Hunters’  Camp

Custer, SD

October 17-19 Lighthouse Baptist Church Casper, WY

October 26-29 Calvary Baptist Church Douglas, WY

November 2 Wapiti Valley Church Cody, WY

November 9-14 Lander Independent Baptist Church Lander, WY

November 16-19 Harvestland Baptist Church Chadron, NE

November 22-25 Faith Baptist Church Champaign, IL

Evangelist Tom Palmer
731 Penns Creek Rd. 

Spring Mills, PA 16875
(814) 349-4424

www.palmerrevival.org


	Page 1
	Page 2

