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A Generation Which Knows Not the Lord                        by Tom Palmer

F
       or over 400 years  the Israelites had endured the

burdens and the bondage of Egypt.  Then came a
man named Moses and a miracle known as

Passover.  God's people were free to move to their Promised
Land.  Because of disobedience and doubt, the Israelites
were forced to endure forty years of barrenness as they
wandered in the wilderness.  A new generation, under the
leadership of Joshua, victoriously conquered the land of
Canaan which was filled with blessing.  And then, as
always happens, that generation died.  This passing
generation "served the Lord", and "had seen all the great
works of the Lord" (Judges 2:7).  Tragically, the Bible tells
us that there arose another generation after them "which
knew not the Lord, nor yet the works which He had done"
(2:10).  It is no surprise that verse 11 says that the children
of Israel "did evil in the sight of the Lord, and served
Baalim.”   In the time that it took for one generation to pass,
and another to come, the nation lost touch with their God
and turned to idols. 
    What occurred several thousand years ago was certainly
not a rare exception.  Frankly, it is my strong belief that the
same thing is again being repeated in the twenty-first
century.  As an itinerant preacher, I visit between thirty and
forty churches each year.  In recent months I have made
some interesting observations.  It is necessary to note that
these are not mainline denominational churches, but rather
solid Independent Baptist and Bible churches.  My
observation is simply this:  the younger generation is not in
church.  Generally speaking, the church is filled with a
generation of “senior saints” while children and teenagers
are becoming the missing generation in our churches.  This
is not an attempt to be critical or inconsiderate on my part.
I am simply sharing a growing concern that I have as we
minister in churches across America.  
    Our ministry team offers an excellent program for
children and teenagers; however, it is becoming quite
common to go to churches where there are simply no young
people.  In most cases, if there are any teenagers at all, there
are  no more than ten.  In the last five years I can think of
only a couple of times when we preached to more than ten

teens, and even then it was because they ran a van and
brought in young people from outside their church for a
special occasion. There have been times when we have not
had a children’s meeting at all because there were no
children in the church.  Could it be that what we have here
is one of the symptoms of  the declining spiritual health of
our nation?
    It is a simple fact:  As the family goes, so goes the
church; and as the church goes, so goes the nation. The
nation will experience significant spiritual decline when the
church fails.  The church will experience significant spiritual
decline when the family fails. Children and teenagers
represent the next generation that must know God and live
for God.  If we fail with this generation, we can only expect
failure in future generations.  What will happen in the next
twenty to thirty years when our current generation of “senior
saints” goes to be with the Lord?  The answer comes from
the days of Joshua - another generation will arise which
knows not the Lord! 
    There is no doubt that the family is experiencing a
tremendous pull away from the things of God.  We live in a
society that is overdosed with wickedness, saturated with
materialism, and obsessed with pleasure.  The family that is
consumed with a passion for the things of God is a dying
breed.  Men, women, and young people who walk with God
are few and far between.  The home and the church must
begin an aggressive campaign to rescue the next generation
from this spiritual disaster that is upon us.  Without a
significant turnabout, there is little or no hope for our nation
in the next fifty years.  
    I would like to suggest five things that we must
communicate to our children and teenagers if they are going
to be a part of the generation that knows God.
      1. Dedication to the Word of God - II Tim. 3:16  The
Bible must become the foundation of what we believe and
how we behave.
      2. Dedication to the Ways of God - Prov. 3:6  We must
eliminate personal opinions or political correctness as we
seek to please God at any cost.
      3. Dedication to the Wisdom of God - Prov. 2:6 We 

“ Pr ep ar e ye th e w ay  o f th e L o r d .. .an d  th e glo r y  o f th e L o r d  sh all b e r eveale d .”  I saiah  4 0 :3 -5



 (A Generation Which Knows Not the Lord, cont.)     

 must learn to think the way God thinks, allowing His mind
to be our controlling influence.        
       4. Dedication to the Will of God - Rom. 12:2  We must
set aside our own desires so that God can have the final word
in every decision we make.
      5. Dedication to the Work of God - I Cor. 15:58  Our
lives must be dedicated to being about the Father's business
as we seek to reach a world for Christ.
    Certainly we are blessed to have a generation of men and
woman who have faithfully lived their lives for God.
However, history will only repeat itself, if we do not learn
the tragic lesson from history.  A spiritual catastrophe will
occur without a generation who knows God.
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Family News

     As many of you know, Patty's mother, Phyl l is McCracken,
was diagnosed with cancer in January of this year.  Due to the
seriousness of the cancer her condition decl ined rapidly.  On
M ay 18th, at 4:30 a.m., God took her home to heaven.  Patty and

I w ere at her side as she peacefull y
left this li fe and went to meet her
Lord.  "Grammy" was a lady who
l ived w el l , laughed often, and
loved much.  She walked with God
and stayed faithful to Him  and to
her fami ly to the end.  Though she
is greatly missed, we are thankful

that her sufferings are ended and we certainly look forward to
a grand reunion in heaven.  
    W e want to thank the many folks who prayed for us and
provided comfort and encouragement  through this experience.
M ay God bless you as you have been a blessing to us.

Ministry News
     You have obviously noticed that significant changes have
occurred in the publication of our quarterly newsletter. Let
me explain.  As a ministry, we have had to make some
changes to make us more financially responsible.  We were
spending a tremendous amount of money on the Preparing
the Way paper as we were doing it.  We sent that paper out
free of charge to an extensive mailing list.  This summer the
decision was made to go back to a more simplified version
of the paper, and to begin to rely more on our ministry
website for the communication of information.  We actually
can put much m ore material on the website and do it at
lit t le or no expense.
    We are sending this letter out to our entire mailing list
one more tim e.  However, the next issue  will be sent only to
family, pastors, and supporters of the ministry.  This is not
in any way an attempt to ignore anyone.  If you still desire to
receive this paper, just notify us and we will be glad to send
it to you.  We sim ply want to be wise managers of the Lord's
money and we feel this will help us to do that. We want to
encourage everyone to begin using the website where we
will have all the same material, and it can be reviewed and
even downloaded and printed for your own personal use.  
    I trust you will be understanding of this decision.  We will
continue to write and produce quality material, but will
simply make it available in a different format. The website
address is: www.palm errevival.org.

                                                        

“What  a traged y when a Christian
begi ns t o l ive  li ke he h opes t he Tr ini ty

will become a quartet so he can
sta rt t o s ing  the  lea d pa rt.” -T.P. 

                                                                               

         Tentative Schedule for Palmer Revival  Team
September 2-7 Bethel  Baptist Church La Plata, MD

September 9-16 Honesdale Gospel Tabernacle Honesdale, PA

September 23-30 New Hope Baptist Church Farmington, ME

October 5-6 Ladies’ Conference - New Hope
Baptist Church (Patty and Jennifer)

Farmington, ME

October 11-13 Couples’ Prayer Advance W il l iamsburg, VA 

October 14-21 Calkins Baptist Church M ilanvi l le, PA

November 4-7 Maranatha Baptist Church Zanesvi l le, OH

November 11-16 Cedar Hi l l  Baptist Church Di l lsburg, PA

Julie, Grammy &  Patty
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Spring Mills, PA 16875
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